
 Many choral composers today have rediscovered the beauty and passion within 

Sara Teasdale’s poetry.  I have been intrigued with the diversity of three individual 

poems, “Anadyomene,” “If I Were the Velvet Rose” and “There Will Come Soft 

Rains.”  I believe that they give us greater insight into the human experience and 

a chance for us to know ourselves better.

When I wrote “The Maiden” (which we retitled “If I Were the Velvet Rose”), I wanted 

to explore Sara’s thoughts on love, speci# cally unful# lled love - a theme that 

resonates greatly in her body of work.  Although these pieces can be performed 

individually, I would like to encourage directors to think of them as a single set 

and explore the possibilities and challenges they present.

Sara Teasdale (1884-1933) was an American lyrical poet, who in 1918 won the 

Columbia University Poetry Society Prize  (which became the Pulitzer Prize for 

poetry). She received public admiration for her well-crafted lyrical poetry which 

centered on a woman’s changing  perspectives on beauty, love and death. Critics 

found her poetry to be unsophisticated but full of musical language and evocative 

emotion. Today her words are set to music by some of the # nest composers of our 

time.
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Kevin A. Memley is a refreshing and versatile composer whose works have received 

the world-wide attention of audiences and performers.  Though largely self-taught, 

Memley has received praise for his fi ne craftsmanship and dedication.  He is in 

demand as a commissioned composer and has been prominently featured in ACDA 

National and Regional conventions since 2009.  In addition, many All-State Choirs 

across the United States have sung his works.  His music has been performed in the 

Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall, Segerstrom Hall, the Chicago Symphony Hall and 

at the Llangollen International Choral Festival in Wales by top placing choirs.  He is 

published with Pavane Publishing (including his own choral series), Walton Music, 

Gentry Publishing and John Rich Music Press.

Memley has also composed, orchestrated and conducted for fi lm. His two feature scores, “Final Encounter” 

and “Daim Duab,” have played largely in the Western Hemisphere, Europe and Asia.  Memley has earned a 

Designated Subjects Credential in Multimedia from Fresno Pacifi c University and teaches Music Technology 

at Clovis East High School.  As an accomplished accompanist, he serves the Fresno area at Clovis East High 

School, the San Joaquin Chorale of Fresno Pacifi c University, and the Willow International Community College 

Choir.  Since 2009, he has directed the choir at the Kingsburg Community Church and often writes for them.

He resides in Fresno, California, with his wife Melody and three sons Mark, John, and Kyle.  For more 

information, visit www.kevinmemley.com.�� � �� �� ��� �� �� �� � �� �
ANADYOMENE (ssaa) ..............................................................P1446
AUTUMN (ssaattbb) .................................................................P1445
AVE MARIA (ssaattbb) .............................................................P1354
BE STILL AND KNOW (SATB) .............................................JR0089
COUNT ON IT (ssattbb) ........................................................P1420
DANNY BOY (ttbb) ...................................................................P1396
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (ssaattbb) .............................P3015
IF I WERE THE VELVET ROSE (ssaa) .................................P1447
MAGNIFICAT (ssaattbb) ........................................................P3014
O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM (ssaattbb) ..............................P1395
O NATA LUX, LIGHT BORN OF LIGHT (satb) ..............P1491
SILENCE (ssaa) ............................................................................P1415
SISTER GONE (ssaattbb) ........................................................P1444
STABAT MATER (satb) ..............................................................P1398
TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE (satb) ..............................JR0094
THERE IS NO ROSE OF SUCH VIRTUE (ssaattbb) .....P1419
THERE WILL COME SOFT RAINS (ssaa)..........................P1459
THOSE WHO WAIT UPON THE LORD (ssattb) ..........P1397
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